Political Science 489N-- National Security

Fall 1995, Emory University

Professor Dan Reiter

Tuesday, 2:30-5:00

Office: Social Science 334


phone: 727-0111


email: dreiter, or dreiter@ps.emory.edu

Office Hours: Wednesday 1:00-3:00, Thursday 3:00-5:00, or by appointment

This class covers a variety of theoretical and policy topics on the subjects of national security and the causes of war.  The format of the class is small group discussion.  The instructor's role is to facilitate discussion in class, not present the material in lecture.

Each week, two students will give short presentations of the week's reading for the class.  Each student should speak for no more than five minutes.  The content of the presentation should be the summary of the readings assigned for that week.  In presenting reading, the student should strive to answer three questions about the reading: what question or questions is the authors asking?  What answer does the author offer to the question?  How persuasive is the answer, that is, how strong is the supporting logic and empirical evidence?

Writing requirements of the class include four 2 page papers and one 15-20 page paper.  The assignments for the shorter papers will be distributed during the first day of class-- there is a specific topic for each week of reading.  Students will write a 2 page paper on a weekly topic 4 times during the semester.  They are free to choose any 4 of the eleven topics and dates listed in the handout.  However, a student cannot write a paper in the same week that he or she is presenting the reading in class.  The topic of the longer paper is essentially at the student's discretion, but must, of course, concern a theoretical or policy issue related to national security or the causes of war, and must be approved by the instructor.

Long papers will not be accepted late, absent permission from the instructor.  Short papers will not be accepted late.

Materials should be read for the day listed on the syllabus.  Students are not responsible for recommended readings.  These are listed for students with special interest in the topic, and as starting places for possible paper topics.


This class can be used to fulfill the writing requirement. Semester grade will be composed of:

25% class participation, attendance and presentations

25% four 2 page papers

50% 15-20 page paper

There are four books and a coursepack, all of which are available at the Emory bookstore.  Additionally, all readings are on reserve.

Books

Robert Jervis, The Meaning of the Nuclear Revolution (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 
1989).

Sean M. Lynn-Jones, ed., The Cold War and After, 2nd edition (Cambridge: MIT Press, 
1993).

Bruce Russett, Grasping the Democratic Peace: Principles for a Post-Cold War World.  
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1993. 

Scott D. Sagan and Kenneth N. Waltz, The Spread of Nuclear Weapons: A Debate.  New 
York: W.W. Norton, 1995. 

August 29- Organization of the Course

September 5- Deterrence/Spiral Models

*Robert Jervis, Perception and Misperception in International Politics (Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 1976), chapter 2 (pp. 58-113).
*Jervis, "Cooperation Under the Security Dilemma," World Politics 30 (January 1978): 
167-214.

*Donald Kagan, "World War I, World War II, and World War III," Commentary, January 
1987, 21-40.

Recommended:

Paul K. Huth, Extended Deterrence and the Prevention of War (New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 1988).

John J. Mearsheimer, Conventional Deterrence (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1983).

September 12- Bargaining

*Thomas C. Schelling, The Strategy of Conflict (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 
1960), chapter 2 (pp. 20-52).

Thomas C. Schelling, Arms and Influence (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1966), 
chapters 1-3 (pp. 1-125).

Recommended:

Robert Axelrod, The Evolution of Cooperation (New York: Basic Books, 1984).

Kenneth Oye, ed., Cooperation Under Anarchy (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
1986).

Robert D. Putnam, "Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two-Level Games," 
International Organization 42 (Summer 1988): 427-460.

September 19- The Nuclear Revolution?

Robert Jervis, The Meaning of the Nuclear Revolution, chs 1-3, 6 (pp. 1-106, 174-225)

John Mueller, "The Essential Irrelevance of Nuclear Weapons," in The Cold War and After
Robert Jervis, "The Political Effects of Nuclear Weapons," in The Cold War and After
Recommended:

Bernard Brodie, The Absolute Weapon, 1946.

Charles Glaser, Analyzing Strategic Nuclear Policy (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
1990).

September 26- Nuclear Proliferation

Scott D. Sagan and Kenneth N. Waltz, The Spread of Nuclear Weapons: A Debate (New 
York: W.W. Norton, 1995), entire (136 pp.).

*Harald Müller and Mitchell Reiss, "Counterproliferation: Putting New Wine in Old 
Bottles," Washington Quarterly 18 (Spring 1995): 143-154.

October 3- Ethnic Conflict and Third Party Intervention

*Stephen Van Evera, "Hypotheses on Nationalism and War," International Security 18 
(Spring 1994): 5-39.

*V. P. Gagnon, "Ethnic Nationalism and International Conflict: The Case of Serbia" 
International Security (Winter 1994/95): 130-166.

*Barry R. Posen, "The Security Dilemma and Ethnic Conflict," Survival 35 (Spring 1993): 
27-47.

*Robert Cooper and Mats Berdal, "Outside Intervention in Ethnic Conflicts," Survival 35 
(Spring 1993): 118-142.

*Richard K. Betts, "The Delusion of Impartial Intervention," Foreign Affairs 73 
(November/December 1994): 20-33.

*Jonathan Dean, "A Stronger U.N. Strengthens America," Bulletin of Atomic Scientists 
(March-April 1995): 45-51, 53-4.

October 10-- no class

October 17- Domestic Sources of International Conflict

*Jack Levy, "Diversionary Theory of War: A Critique," chapter 11 in Handbook of War 
Studies, Manus Midlarsky, ed. (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1989), 
259-288.

*Michael R. Gordon, "Domestic Conflict and the Origins of the First World War: The 
British and the German Cases," Journal of Modern History 46 (June 1974): 191-
226.

*Jack Snyder, "Civil-Military Relations and the Cult of the Offensive, 1914 and 1984," 
International Security 9 (Summer 1984): 108-146.

Bruce Russett, Grasping the Democratic Peace (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
1993), entire (135 pp.).

Recommended:

Jack Snyder, Myths of Empire: Domestic Politics and International Ambition (Ithaca: 
Cornell University Press, 1991).

Jack Snyder, The Ideology of the Offensive: Military Decision Making and the Disasters of 
1914 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1984).

Barry Posen, Sources of Military Doctrine (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1984).

October 24- Domestic Politics and Arms Procurement

Matthew Evangelista, Innovation and the Arms Race: How the United States and the Soviet 
Union Develop New Military Technologies (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 
1988), chapters 1-3 (pp. 6-82).

Kenneth R. Mayer, The Political Economy of Defense Contracting (New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 1991), chapters 1, 4-5, 8 (pp. 1-10, 74-132, 210-225).

October 31- The End of the Cold War

*John Lewis Gaddis, "Hanging Tough Paid Off," Bulletin of Atomic Scientists 45 
(January-February 1989): 11-14.

*Jeff Checkel, "Ideas, Institutions, and the Gorbachev Foreign Policy Revolution," World 
Politics 45 (January 1993): 271-300.

*Janice Gross Stein, "Political Learning by Doing: Gorbachev as Uncommitted Thinker 
and Motivated Learner," International Organization 48 (Spring 1994): 155-183.

*Daniel Deudney and G. John Ikenberry, "The International Sources of Soviet Change," 
International Security 16 (Winter 1991/92): 74-118.

*Matthew Evangelista, "Internal and External Constraints on Grand Strategy: The Soviet 
Case," in The Domestic Bases of Grand Strategy, Richard Rosecrance and Arthur 
Stein, eds. (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1993), 154-178.

Recommended:

Sarah E. Mendelson, "Internal Battles and External Wars: Politics, Learning, and the 
Soviet Withdrawal from Afghanistan," World Politics 45 (April 1993): 327-360.

Raymond L. Garthoff, The Great Transition: American-Soviet Relations and the End of the 
Cold War (Washington: Brookings, 1994).

Matthew Evangelista, "The Paradox of State Strength: Transnational Relations, Domestic 
Structures, and Security Policy in Russia and the Soviet Union," International 
Organization 49 (Winter 1995): 1-38.

November 7- Future of Europe

John J. Mearsheimer, "Back to the Future: Instability in Europe After the Cold War," 


in The Cold War and After
Stephen Van Evera, "Primed for Peace: Europe After the Cold War," in The Cold War and 
After
Jack Snyder, "Averting Anarchy in the New Europe," in The Cold War and After
*Ronald D. Asmus, Richard L. Kugler, and F. Stephen Larrabee, "NATO Expansion: The 
Next Steps," Survival 37 (Spring 1995): 7-33.

*Michael E. Brown, "The Flawed Logic of NATO Expansion," Survival 37 (Spring 1995): 
34-52.

Two Page Prospectus for final paper due November 14
November 14- The 1990-1991 Gulf War

John Mueller, Policy and Opinion in the Gulf War (Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 1994), chs 6-8 (pp. 96-158).

*Janice Gross Stein, "Deterrence and Compellence in the Gulf, 1990-91: A Failed or 
Impossible Task?"  International Security 17 (Fall 1992): pp. 147-179.

*Lawrence Freedman and Efraim Karsh, "How Kuwait Was Won: Strategy in the Gulf 
War," International Security 16 (Fall 1991): 5-41.

*Lawrence Freedman and Efraim Karsh, The Gulf Conflict 1990-1991: Diplomacy and 
War in the New World Order (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1993), 19-
63.
Recommended:

Christopher Bellamy, Expert Witness: A Defence Correspondent's Gulf War 1990-91 
(London: Brassey's, 1993).

Michael R. Gordon and General Bernard E. Trainor, The Generals' War: The Inside Story 
of the Conflict in the Gulf (Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1995).

Yuen Foong Khong, "Vietnam, The Gulf, and U.S. Choices: A Comparison," Security 
Studies 2 (Autumn 1994): 74-95.

US News, Triumph Without Victory: The Unreported History of the Persian Gulf War 
(New York: Times Books, 1991).

November 21-- Current American Grand Strategy

*Michael C. Desch, "The Keys that Lock Up the World," International Security 14 
(Summer 1989): 86-121.

Samuel P. Huntington, "Why International Primacy Matters," in The Cold War and After

Robert Jervis, "International  Primacy: Is the Game Worth the Candle?" in The Cold War 
and After
*Richard N. Gardner, "The Comeback of Liberal Internationalism," Washington Quarterly 
13 (Summer 1990): 23-39.

*Robert Art, "A Defensible Defense: America's Grand Strategy After the Cold War," 
International Security 15 (Spring 1991): 5-53.

November 28-- No class

December 5- Class presentations of papers

December 6-- Final paper due, 5:00 pm
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