Directed Reading on Foreign Policy Decision-Making


Emory University


Reiter


Spring 1997





This is a directed reading on foreign policy decision-making.  The focus is on psychological models of decision-making, with some discussion of organizational, rational choice, and cultural theories.  There are some readings which are arguably relevant which I omitted because they were covered in my Spring 1996 International Conflict class or Dr. Werner’s Fall 1996 Game Theory class.





Meetings are Wednesdays, 11:00-12:00, in the conference room.  Note that reading is due for the first meeting of the semester.  The Mercer book has been ordered through the book store under the number PS 797.  The Green and Shapiro and Friedman books are on order in the bookstore for PS 510.  Everything is on reserve at Candler.





Rules of the Road





My role is as organizer and grader.  I do not promise to do the readings for our meetings.  I will grade a small number of reading assignments.  Each participant in the group will write five four page papers.  The content of each paper will be a summary and evaluation of one week’s reading.  The semester grade will be based on these papers, attendance, and participation. 





I. A Closer Consideration of Rational Choice.





January 15-- Rationality, the as-if assumption, and bounded rationality





Milton Friedman, “The Methodology of Positive Economics,” in Friedman, Essays in Positive Economics (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1953), 3-43.


Terry M. Moe, “On the Scientific Status of Rational Models,” American Journal of Political Science 23 (February 1979): 215-243,


Paul A. Samuelson, “Problems of Methodology: Discussion,” American Economic Review Papers and Proceedings 53 (May 1963): 227-236.


Herbert A. Simon. “Human Nature in Politics: The Dialogue of Psychology with Political Science,” American Political Science Review 79 (June 1985): 293-304.


James G. March, “Bounded Rationality, Ambiguity, and the Engineering of Choice,” Bell Journal of Economics 9 (Autumn 1978): 587-608.





Recommended: �


Christopher Achen and Duncan Snidal, World Politics





January 22-- More on rationality





Skim Donald P. Green and Ian Shapiro, Pathologies of Rational Choice: A Critique of Applications in Political Science (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1994), skim/review.


Jeffrey Friedman, ed., The Rational Choice Controversy: Economic Models of Politics Reconsidered (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1996), chapters by Chong, Ferejohn and Satz, Diermeier, Shepsle.


William H. Riker, “The Political Psychology of Rational Choice Theory,” Political Psychology 16 (March 1995): 23-44.





II. Psychological Models of Decision-Making.





January 29-- Cognitive Closure, Cognitive Dissonance, Schemas, and Salience: Theory





Robert Jervis, Perception and Misperception in International Politics (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1976), chapter 4.


Susan T. Fiske and Shelley E. Taylor, Social Cognition, 2nd edition (New York: McGraw Hill, 1991), 96-179.


Deborah Welch Larson, “The Role of Belief Systems and Schemas in Foreign Policy Decision-Making,” Political Psychology 15 (March 1994): 17-33.


Keith L. Shimko, “Metaphors and Foreign Policy Decision Making,” Political Psychology 15 (December 1994): 655-671.





Recommended:





Richard Nisbett and Lee Ross, Human Inference: Strategies and Shortcomings of Social Judgment (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1980).





February 5-- Cognitive Closure, Cognitive Dissonance, Schemas, and Salience: Applications





Matthew S. Hirshberg, “The Self-Perpetuating National Self-Image: Cognitive Biases in Perceptions of International Interventions,” Political Psychology 14 (March 1993): 77-98.


Chaim D. Kaufmann, “Out of the Lab and into the Archives: A Method for Testing Psychological Explanations of Political Decision Making,” International Studies Quarterly 38 (December 1994).


Barbara A. Spellman and Keith J. Holyoak, “If Saddam is Hitler Then Who Is George Bush? Analogical Mapping Between Systems of Social Roles,” Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 62 (1992): 913-933.


Ted Hopf, “Peripheral Visions: Brezhnev and Gorbachev Meet the ‘Reagan Doctrine,’” in Learning in U.S. and Soviet Foreign Policy, George W. Breslauer and Philip E. Tetlock, eds. (Boulder: Westview, 1991), 586-629.





Recommended:





Richard Ned Lebow, Between Peace and War: The Nature of International Crisis (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1981).





February 12-- Belief systems





Alexander L. George, “The ‘Operational Code’: A Neglected Approach to the Study of Political Leaders and Decision-Making,” International Studies Quarterly 13 (June 1969): 190-222.


Douglas W. Blum, “The Soviet Foreign Policy Belief System: Beliefs, Politics, and Foreign Policy Outcomes,” International Studies Quarterly 37 (December 1993): 373-394.


Ole R. Holsti, “Cognitive Dynamics and Images of the Enemy: Dulles and Russia,” in David J. Finlay, Ole R. Holsti, and Richard R. Fagen, Enemies in Politics (Chicago: Rand McNally, 1967).


Margaret G. Hermann and Charles W. Kegley, Jr., “Rethinking Democracy and International Peace: Perspectives from Political Psychology,” International Studies Quarterly 39 (December 1995): 511-533.


Richard K. Herrmann and Michael P. Fischerkeller, “Beyond the Enemy Image and Spiral Model: Cognitive-Strategic Research After the Cold War,” International Organization 49 (Summer 1995): 415-450.





February 19-- Motivated misperception and stress





Ole R. Holsti and Alexander L. George, “The Effects of Stress on the Performance of Foreign Policy-Makers,” in Cornelius P. Cotter, ed., Political Science Annual, vol. 6 (Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1975), 255-319.


Jervis, Perception and Misperception, chapter 11 (382-406).


Janice Gross Stein, chapters 3 and 4 in Robert Jervis, Richard Ned Lebow, and Janice Gross Stein, eds., Psychology and Deterrence (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1985), 34-88.


Irving L Janis and Leon Mann, Decision Making: A Psychological Analysis of Conflict, Choice, and Commitment (New York: Free Press, 1977), chapters 3-5 (45-133).





February 26-- Attribution: Theory





Daniel Kahneman, Paul Slovic, and Amos Tversky, Judgment Under Uncertainty: Heuristics and Biases (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982), chapters 1, 3.


Robert Jervis, “Representativeness in Foreign Policy Judgments,” Political Psychology 7 (no 3, 1986): 483-505.


Fiske and Taylor, Social Cognition, 57-95.


Philip E. Tetlock, “Accountability: The Neglected Social Context of Judgment and Choice,” Research in Organizational Behavior 7 (1985): 297-332.


Nancy Kanwisher, “Cognitive Heuristics and American Security Policy,” Journal of Conflict Resolution 33 (December 1989): 652-675.





March 5-- Attribution: Applications





Jonathan Mercer, Reputation and International Politics (Ithaca: Cornell University Press), 1996.


Daniel Heradstveit and G. Matthew Bonham, “Attribution Theory and Arab Images of the Gulf War,” Political Psychology 17 (June 1996): 271-292.





March 12-- No Meeting; Spring Break





March 19-- Culture and Ideas





Ann Swidler, “Culture in Action: Symbols and Strategies,” American Sociological Review 51 (April 1986): 273-286.


Jeff Checkel, “Ideas, Institutions, and the Gorbachev Foreign Policy Revolution,” World Politics 45 (January 1993): 271-300.


Alastair Iain Johnston, “Thinking about Strategic Culture,” International Security 19 (Spring 1995): 32-64.


Judith Goldstein and Robert O. Keohane, “Ideas and Foreign Policy: An Analytical Framework,” in Goldstein and Keohane, eds., Ideas and Foreign Policy: Beliefs, Institutions, and Political Change (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 3-30).


Ronald L. Jepperson, Alexander Wendt, and Peter J. Katzenstein, “Norms, Identity, and Culture in National Security,” in Peter J. Katzenstein, ed., The Culture of National Security: Norms and Identity in World Politics (New York: Columbia University Press, 1996), 33-75.





March 26-- Personality





David G. Winter, “Power, Affiliation, and War: Three Tests of a Motivational Model,” Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 65 (no 3, 1993): 532-545.


Graham H. Shepard, “Personality Effects on American Foreign Policy, 1969-84: A Second Test of Interpersonal Generalization Theory,” International Studies Quarterly 32 (1988): 91-123.


William R. Caspary, “New Psychoanalytic Perspectives on the Causes of War,” Political Psychology 14 (September 1993): 417-446.


Raymond Birt, “Personality and Foreign Policy: the Case of Stalin,” Political Psychology 14 (December 1993): 607-625.


Robert H. Swansbrough, “A Kohutian Analysis of President Bush’s Personality and Style in the Persian Gulf Crisis,” Political Psychology 15 (June 1994): 227-276.





April 2-- Prospect theory





Jack S. Levy, “Introduction to Prospect Theory,” Political Psychology 13 (June 1992): 171-186.


Robert Jervis, “Political Implications of Loss Aversion,” Political Psychology 13 (June 1992): 187-204.


Barbara Farnham, “Roosevelt and the Munich Crisis: Insights from Prospect Theory,” Political Psychology 13 (June 1992): 205-235.


Eldar Shafir, “Prospect Theory and Political Analysis: A Psychological Perspective,” Political Psychology 13 (June 1992): 311-322.


Yaacov Y. I. Vertzberger, “Rethinking and Reconceptualizing Risk in Foreign Policy Decision-Making: A Sociocognitive Approach,” Political Psychology 16 (June 1995): 347-380.





Recommended





Rose McDermott, “Prospect Theory in International Relations: The Iranian Hostage Rescue Mission,” Political Psychology 13 (June 1992): 237-263.


Audrey McInerney, “Prospect Theory and Soviet Policy Towards Syria, 1966-1967,” Political Psychology 13 (June 1992): 265-282.


Jack S. Levy, “Prospect Theory and International Relations: Theoretical Applications and Analytical Problems,” Political Psychology 13 (June 1992): 283-310.





III. Organanizational Models of Decision-Making.





April 9-- Organizational Models





James G. March and Herbert A. Simon, Organizations, chapter 6 “Cognitive Limits on Rationality,” 136-171.


Max Weber, “Domination and Legitimacy” and “Bureaucracy,” in Economy and Society: An Outline of Interpretive Sociology, Guenther Roth and Claus Wittich, eds. (Berkeley: University of California Press), 941-1005.


Cohen, Michael D., James G. March, and Johan P. Olsen, “A Garbage Can Model of Organizational Choice,” Administrative Science Quarterly 17 (1972): 1-25


Scott Sigmund Gartner and Marissa Edson Myers, “Body Counts and ‘Success’ in the Vietnam and Korean Wars,” Journal of Interdisciplinary History 25 (Winter 1995): 377-395.





April 16-- Organizational Biases





Edward L. Katzenbach, Jr., “The Horse Cavalry in the Twentieth Century,” Public Policy 1958: 120-149.


Barry Posen, The Sources of Military Doctrine (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1984), chapter 2.


Jeffrey Legro, “Military Culture and Inadvertent Escalation in World War II,” International Security 18 (Spring 1994): 108-142.


Deborah Avant, “The Institutional Sources of Military Doctrine: Hegemons in Peripheral Wars,” International Studies Quarterly 37 (December 1993): 409-430.


Judith Goldstein, “Ideas, Institutions, and American Trade Policy,” International Organization 42 (Winter 1988): 179-217.





Recommended:





Jack Snyder, The Ideology of Offensive (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1984)


Scott Sagan, The Limits of Safety (1993).





April 23-- Organizational Change and Stasis





Michael T. Hannan and John Freeman, “Structural Inertia and Organizational Change,” American Sociological Review 49 (April 1984): 149-164.


Cheryl Shanks, Harold K. Jacobson, and Jeffrey H. Kaplan, “Inertia and Change in the Constellation of International Governmental Organizations, 1981-1992,” International Organization 50 (Autumn 1996): 593-627.


Matthew Evangelista, Innovation and the Arms Race: How the United States and the Soviet Union Develop New Military Technologies (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1988), 22-82.


Aaron Wildavsky, “The Self-Evaluating Organization,” Public Administration Review 32 (September-October 1972).


Barbara Levitt and James G. March, “Organizational Learning,” Annual Review of Sociology 14 (1988): 319-340.





Recommended:





Dan Reiter, Crucible of Beliefs: Learning, Alliances, and World Wars (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1996).
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