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Education Emory University, Atlanta, GA

Ph.D. in Political Science Expected May 2019

• Dissertation: “Why Do States Privatize their Prisons? The Unintended Consequences of
Inmate Litigation”

• Committee: Tom Clark (Chair), Michael Leo Owens, Zachary Peskowitz

M.A. in Political Science May 2018

Arizona State University, Phoenix, AZ

B.A. in Political Science, summa cum laude May 2013
B.A. in Journalism, summa cum laude May 2013

Under Review “Partisan Politics and Budgetary Institutions: Corrections Spending in the American States.”

“Why Do States Privatize their Prisons? The Unintended Consequences of Inmate Litigation.”

Working Papers “Who Pays More For Corrections? Partisanship and the Puzzle of Democratic Governors.”

“The Political and Economic Determinants of States’ Usage of Private Prisons.”

“Do Private Prison Companies Suffer When Inmates Win Lawsuits?”

Work in
Progress

“Ban the Box Adoptions by Cities and States.” With Michael Leo Owens.

“Police Violence and Democracy.” Multi-paper project, with Tom Clark, Adam Glynn, and Michael
Leo Owens.

“Policy Pioneers and Social Control.” With Kirsten Widner.

Research
Interests

State politics, public policy, the politics of punishment

Academic
Experience

Emory University, Atlanta, GA

Graduate Student August 2014 - Present
Coursework on American politics, quantitative methods (including maximum likelihood estimation
and longitudinal data analysis), public policy, the politics of punishment, and the politics of race
and gender

Research Assistant
Dr. Tom Clark: Summer 2017, Spring 2018
Dr. Michael Owens: Spring 2016 and 2017; Summer 2016, 2017, 2018; Fall 2018
Dr. Alex Bolton: Spring 2017
Dr. Gregory Martin: Fall 2014, Spring 2015
Dr. Kimberley Johnson (Barnard College): Summer 2015
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Teaching
Experience

Emory University, Atlanta, GA

Co-Teacher, POLS 394: The American Legal System Fall 2017
Co-teach and develop course on the interaction between courts and other political institutions (co-
instructor: Tom Clark).

Teaching Assistant, POLS120: Introduction to Comparative Politics Fall 2016
Lead three sections of twenty students each in plenary sessions about topics relating to comparative
politics (instructor: Thomas D. Lancaster).

Grader, POLS100: National Politics of the United States Spring 2016
Graded exams and final papers for the introduction to American politics survey course (instructor:
Alan Abramowitz).

Training American Political Science Association Annual Meeting Pedagogy Workshop
2018: Participant

Conference
Presentations

New York University School of Law’s Policing Project: The Benefits and Costs of Polic-
ing
2018: Invited Presentation (scheduled) - Does Police Militarization Decrease Crime? Counterevi-
dence from the Federal 1033 Program and Local Police Jurisdictions in the United States (with Tom
Clark, Michael Owens, Adam Glynn, Kaylyn Jackson, and Elisha Cohen)

American Political Science Association Annual Meeting
2018: Paper - Does Police Militarization Decrease Crime? Counterevidence from the Federal 1033
Program and Local Police Jurisdictions in the United States (with Tom Clark, Michael Owens,
Adam Glynn, Kaylyn Jackson, and Elisha Cohen)
2018: Discussant - State Legislative Organization and Outcomes
2016: Paper - The Political and Economic Determinants of States’ Usage of Private Prisons

Annual Meeting of the Society of Political Methodology
2018: Poster - Why Do States Privatize their Prisons? The Unintended Consequences of Inmate
Litigation

State Politics and Policy Conference
2018: Poster - Unintended Consequences: Prisoners Lawsuits and the Rise of Prison Privatization
2017: Poster - The Politics and the Business of Incarceration: The Case of Prison Privatization

Midwest Political Science Association Meeting
2018: Paper - Do Private Prison Companies Benefit from Electoral Victories?
2018: Paper - Unintended Consequences: Prisoners Lawsuits and the Rise of Prison Privatization
2018: Discussant - Evaluating Public Policies to Fight Crime, Improve Policing, and Lower Recidi-
vism
2017: Paper - Policy Pioneers and Social Control (with Kirsten Widner)

Emory University Conference on Institutions and Law Making
2018: Poster - Unintended Consequences: Prisoners Lawsuits and the Rise of Prison Privatization

Southern Political Science Association Meeting
2018: Paper - Unintended Consequences: Prisoners Lawsuits and the Rise of Prison Privatization
2017: Paper - The Political and Economic Determinants of States’ Usage of Private Prisons

Emory Public Interest Committee (EPIC) Conference
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2017: Invited Presentation - The Politics and the Business of Incarceration: The Case of Prison
Privatization

Grants and
Awards

Emory University Fellowship 2014-Present
Emory University Summer Grants 2015 - Present
Society for Political Methodology National Science Foundation Grant 2018
Emory University Laney Graduate School Council Travel Grant 2018
Thomas Carsey Graduate Education Fellow 2017
Travel Award, State Politics and Policy Conference 2017-2018
Prestage-Cook Travel Award, Southern Political Science Association 2017
Travel Award, American Political Science Association 2016

Skills Statistical software: R, Stata
LATEX

Professional
Service

Referee, The Journal of Politics, Journal of Public Policy
President, Political Science Graduate Student Association, 2017-2018

Professional
Memberships

American Political Science Association
Midwest Political Science Association
Midwest Political Science Association Women’s Caucus
Southern Political Science Association
Society for Political Methodology
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